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Educator Spirit Guiding the Enhancement
of Teacher’s Digital Competence: Values, Model, and Pathways

ZHANG Zhixin, JIN Yuhong
(Normal School, Changzhou Institute of Technology, Changzhou, Jiangsu, 213032, China)

Abstract: In the digital transformation of education, teachers’ digital competence has become
an important pillar of building China into a leading country in education. Guided by the spirit of
educators, the improvement of teachers’ digital competence contributes to the fundamental mission
of education. Tt conforms to the tenet of education, fueling teachers’ motivation for professional
advancement. It centers on constructing a multi-layered framework, consisting of spirit, capability
and behavior. At the spiritual level, it incorporates devotion to digital education, critical rationality
toward technology, cross-boundary innovation concepts and ethical self-awareness. At the capability
level, it includes twelve core competencies in four dimensions: digital instruction design, resource
creation, teaching empowerment and ethical practice. At the behavior level, it follows a spiraling
upward path, starting from basic application to integrated innovation and exemplary outreach.
Accordingly, systematic measures should be taken to develop an integrated spirit-capability training
system; foster a campus culture featured by spirit-technology symbiosis; refine a support mechanism
based on resources and networking; and advance the philosophy-behavior-oriented evaluation
reform.

Key words: the spirit of educators; teachers’ digital competence; digital transformation of

education; digital technology empowering education; teachers’ professional development
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