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Social Order and Rural Cultural Development
under the Influence of Cultural Symbolic Power

MENG Xianglin
(School of Marxism, North China Electric Power University, Baoding, Hebei, 071003, China)

Abstract: Symbolic power refers to the right of individuals with cultural capital advantages to
obtain more discretion of resource allocation and enjoy resource benefits while constructing social
order. Individuals tend to strive for more symbolic power in the process of constructing their own
position in social order. However, it is arduous to break existing social structures and reshape new
ones. Individuals may assume multiple forms at different levels in the social order in the process of
seeking new positions. But each form is the equilibrium between self-cultivation and games with
others. Therefore, symbolic power essentially entails the authority to allocate, appropriate and
develop social resources. In the process of rural cultural development, villagers are key actors in
developing cultural symbols, but symbolic power must be expressed through collective identity and
transformed into productive forces for developing rural economy through administrative will.
Developing rural culture requires constructing cultural landmarks based on symbolic power,
developing cultural industries based on cultural symbols, and facilitating rural economic
development. It is essential to accumulate economic capital in rural society and enhance the
conversion rate of economic capital into cultural capital, stirring up the desire of rural residents to
foster cultural development.

Key words: symbolic power; rural culture; economic capital; cultural capital; spatial layout;

development shift
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