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Cultural Semiotic Interpretation of Su Shi’s Poetry and Prose

YANG Jingchun

(School of Education, Sichuan University of Commerce, Meishan, Sichuan, 620036, China)

Abstract: Su Shi (1037—1101) presents many representative symbols, such as medicine,
cuisine, painting, and calligraphy. Beyond the aforementioned accomplishments, he devoted
himself to poetry and prose, which are deemed the acme of his symbolic art. From the perspective of
cultural semiotics, his poetry and prose are a complex system composed of multiple cultural
symbols. It has its own symbolic generation mechanism, via ingenious combination, conveying
abundant 1magery and profound emotions, symbolizing temporal, spatial, and thematic
connotations, as incisive philosophical reflections on the universe and human existence.

Key words: Su Shi; poetry and prose; semiotics; cultural symbols
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