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The Stone Carvings in the Mausoleums of the Southern Dynasty
and their National Characteristics in the Cultural Exchanges
between China and Foreign Countries

SHANG Rong
(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210093, China)

Abstract: The stone carvings of the mausoleums in Southern Dynasty were first discovered
in Nanyang, Henan province, which later spread to Xiangyang, Hubei province, then to
Jiankang (today’s Nanjing), together with the transfer of the national cultural and political
center. They are the combination of the rigid style of the Qin Dynasty and the freehand style of
the Han Dynasty, while incorporating Persian and Buddhist cultural and artistic forms. They
are the results of continuous and frequent exchanges between different cultures and arts, which
are characterized by ethnic-specific decoration, artistic compromise, and integration of Chinese
and exotic cultures. These carvings inherited the traditional arts of the Han Dynasty, while
absorbing the artistic styles in Northern China and overseas, with extended themes, and
enriched traditional techniques, exerting profound impact on the art of stone carvings of later
generations.

Key words: Southern Dynasty; mausoleum stone carvings; artistic style; exchange between

China and foreign countries; cultural characteristics; national characteristics
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