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The Meaning Diversification
of Multi-Component Characters and Dictionary Compilation

XIANG Yi-peng, LI Qian-ju
(School of Literature and Law, Chengdu College of Arts and Sciences, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610401, China)

Abstract: The meaning diversification refers to the fact that the different parts of one multi-
component character represent different meanings respectively, or some certain part exclusively
represents a different meaning apart from its combination with other parts. The theory on
meaning diversification can be used to guide the research on dictionary compilation, the meaning
and motivation of words, distinguish the inherent meanings and homophonic meanings, and
master the complicated meaning system of polysemous words.

Key words: characters; meaning diversification; type; dictionary
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