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The Interpretation of “Han Dao”
in the Contract Texts Found in Tunhuang and Turpan

LI Shu-chun
(Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong, 250000, China)

Abstract: “ZFE ¥ Han Dao” is an abbreviation for “illness, enslavement, deception and
theft”, referring to goods with flaws, which was recorded in the contract texts found in
Tunhuang and Turpan. “%€” means men or livestock catching a cold; “¥” indicates stolen
livestock or articles; “ K ” means the enslavement of plebeian; “3%” indicates defrauding in
transactions. The aversion of these defects is stipulated by the regulations on market entry and
passports, to ensure the steady market and fair transactions.

Key words: “Han Dao”; flaws; Turpan; contract texts

(RERE -ITEE)



