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The Statistics of and Reflection on the Characters
in the General Standard Chinese Characters Table

SHAQO Ai-ji
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: There have been three functions of Chinese characters since ancient times. Many
Chinese characters in oracle bone inscriptions have the two functions of denoting both
monosyllabic words and morphemes in compound words. There are many two-syllable
inseparable terms in the Book of Songs, viz. the third function of denoting non-morphemic
syllables. With the increasing number of transliterated loanwords, more and more non-
morphemic syllables have been denoted by Chinese characters. An overview of the inseparable
two-syllable inseparable terms, transliterated loanwords, monosyllabic words and compound
words reveals the specific situation of the three denoting functions of Chinese characters. Of the
3500 characters on the first-level in the General Standard Chinese Characters Table, 3 087 of
them have the three denoting functions, accounting for 88. 2 %, which is unbalanced.

Key words: General Standard Chinese Characters Table; first-level characters; three

denoting functions of Chinese characters
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