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Enlightenment of Xun Zi’s Thought of Incorrupt Government
on the Construction of Clean and Honest Administration Culture in the New Era

QIN Juan, HAN Ya-li

(Commission for Inspecting Discipline, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: To strengthen the construction of incorrupt government culture is a major
political task that the CPC must focus on constantly in its self-revolution. It is imperative for us
to enrich the connotation of incorrupt government culture in the New Era with the relevant
thought in the excellent traditional Chinese culture, so as to realize the creative transformation
and innovative development of the latter. Xun Zi’ s thought of incorrupt government was
derived from the idea of rebuilding the social order amidst the social turmoil, the fusion of
academic thoughts brought by contention of a hundred schools of thought, and the reflection on
anti-bribery of the scholars of the Pre-Qin Dynasty. The main contents include the concept of
promoting the virtuous and talented officials, people-oriented concept of governance and the
value orientation of righteous pursuit of interests. To strengthen the construction of clean and
honest administration culture in the New Era, we should examine Xun Zi’s thought of incorrupt
government, embark on self-revolution through self-cultivation and self-reflection from the
internal dimension, improve the government mechanism of seeking both temporary and
permanent solutions from the practical dimension, and create a social atmosphere of advocating
clean and honest administration and combating corruption from the environmental dimension.

Key words: Xun Zi; the thought of incorrupt government; the New Era; the construction

of clean and honest administration culture
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