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Research on Award-Winning Novels in Jiangsu since the New Period:
A Case Study of Novels Winning the Lu Xun and Mao Du Literary Awards

SHI Jun
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Huaiyin Normal University, Huaian, Jiangsu, 223300, China)

Abstract: Since the New Period (1978 —), the novels written in Jiangsu have won many
awards and achieved fruitful results. The successive awards of short stories, the surprising
awards of long stories, the combination of old, middle and young writers, and the balanced
dispersion of awards of the regional novels are the main characteristics of the novels written in
Jiangsu. The themes of the award-winning novels have been relatively concentrated in the rural
areas, migrant workers and urban bottom life, as well as culture and history, which are
characterized by universality, realism, profundity and positivity. The various and diversified
artistic expression of the award-winning novels, the skillful realism expressions, exquisite detail
description, rigorous novel structure and individual poetic and rational language have
constituted the overall aesthetic style of Jiangsu novels since the New Period. In the future, the
novels writers in Jiangsu should pay more attention to the exploration of novel themes,
development of artistic skills, the shaping of unique images, and the integration of local
culture, so as to promote the development and prosperity of literature and culture in Jiangsu.

Key words: award-winning novels in Jiangsu; Lu Xun Literary Award; Mao Dun Literary

Award; the New Period; aesthetics
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