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Returning to Nature: the Essence of Children’s Education

NIU Cui-ping
(School of Education Science, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: At present, children’s nature education in China is a simple copy of the western
forest education model, or is equated with study tour, biological science education, camp
education and other forms, ignoring the essential relationship between nature and children’ s
education. In order to clarify the connotation of nature, explore the essential relationship
between nature and children’ s education, and the practical path for children’ s education to
return to nature, the researcher starts the research with exploring the original connotations of
“nature” in the period of Laozi and Zhuangzi in China and ancient Greece in the West. It is
found out that the original connotations of nature, such as “self-being”, “growth” and
“emergence”, are the essential basis for education to return to nature. For education to return
to nature, we must take the following steps: maintain children’s original and natural status;
respect the nature of children;inspire the children’s initiative;give full play to the educational
function of nature for children. In children’ s natural education, we should take nature as the
environment, teacher and principle. In practice, we should let children walk into nature or create
micro-natural environment, take natural games as the core, integrate life education and natural
aesthetic education, inspire children’ s instinct of seeking the true, good and beautiful, enrich
children’s life and promote the development of their personality.

Key words: nature; children education; essence

(RERE BRF T



