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The Reasons for Tang Laihe’s Life Choices

PAN Haozheng
(College of Humanities and Foreign Languages, China Jiliang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, 310018, China)

Abstract: At the turn of the Ming and Qing dynasties, the adherents of the former Ming
dynasty voluntarily resigned from their posts in silent protest. They earned their own living by
teaching and tutoring students. Tang Laihe (1607 — 1688), a high rank official born in
Nanfeng, Jiangxi Province, was just a typical example of them in the Ming dynasty. After the
demise of the former Ming dynasty, he engaged in preaching the Neo-Confucianism of Cheng
Hao, Cheng Yi and Zhu Xi, stipulating the principles for the White Deer Grotto Academy of
classical learning. He has made great contribution to the promotion of Neo-Confucianism, rule
of virtue and enlightenment in the early Qing Dynasty. He has become the professor of the
Academy because of the governmental support for the development of academy in the Ming and
Qing dynasties, and his family tradition advocating the scholarship, as well as his belief in Neo-
Confucianism, which altogether won him the posthumous title “Wenke (role model of literati)”
in his hometown and surrounding areas.

Key words: academies in Jiangxi; family tradition; Tang Laihe; life choices
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