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The Correspondence between Yancheng Poets
at the Beginning of Qing Dynasty

YANG Sheng-peng
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: Due to the inconvenience of transportation, few poets would visit Yancheng at
the beginning of Qing Dynasty, which was actually a secluded place. The {frequent
correspondences between poets were mainly written in Yancheng and Dongtai, represented by
Song Cao and Wu jiaji. Song was a famous poet in Yancheng, while Wu Jiaji was his peer in
Dongtai. There was no correspondence between Wu and other poets in Yancheng due to the
geographical inconvenience and historical reasons. Most of the correspondences were written in
Huai’ an, Nanjing, Suzhou, Yangzhou, Zhenjiang and Hangzhou, which were all important
cities along the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal. From this we can see that the poets of
Yancheng mainly traveled up and down the canal in the early Qing Dynasty. It can be inferred
from the anthologies of the poets in Yangtze River Delta that they were mostly confined to the
local area in the early Qing Dynasty. Poverty prevented many poets from traveling and
corresponding with each other, which was exemplified by Wu Jiaji, who had never traveled
beyond Yangzhou Prefecture.

Key words: the beginning of Qing Dynasty; Yancheng; poet; correspondence; Wu Jiaji;
Song Cao
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